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To Whom it may concern,

TheSandiaRangerDistrict of theCiboiaNationalForest(CNF) is consideringaproposalfrom
SandiaPeakSki Area (SandiaPeak)to construct a mountain coasteron National Forest System
(NFS)landswithin their SUParea.Theproposedprojectwasidenti■edin SandiaPeak’s
accepted2016MasterDeveIOpmentPlanandwouldbelocatedentirelywithin SandiaPeak’s
existingSUParea.SandiaPeakhascompletedinitial planningof theproposedaction,which is
depictedin theproject figure (availableon the project webpage).Thisnoti■cationhasbeen
preparedto introducetheprojectin moredetailandto allow thepublic earlyengagementin the
projectprior to thestartof theNationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct process.Thisinformationis
alsoavailableon theproject webpage:httpsz/lwww.fs.usda.gov/proiccti?proicct=56985.
Altematively,to reviewtheprojectproposalin aninteractiveviewer,pleasevisit
https://arcg.is/l mLX■.

Purpose and Need
Thepurposeof theproposedmountaincoasteris to increasethevarietyof multi-season
recreationopportunitiesavailableatSandiaPeakto accommodateamorediverserangeof
visitors. Existing multi-season recreation opportunities at SandiaPeakcurrently consist of scenic
tramwayandChairliftrides,mountainbiking, hiking, anddiningopportunities.Thereis a need
for the proposedcoasterbecauseWhile active forms of recreation suchasmountain biking and
hiking aresoughta■erby manyvisitors,othersenjoymorepassiverecreationexperiencesthat
donot requireaspeci■cskillsetor physical■tness.Thepr0posedmountaincoasterwould meet
this need,providingauniqueandenjoyablemulti-seasonrecreationalopportunitythatwould
allow a broader spectrum of gueststo experiencethe CNF.

Proposed Action
SandiaPeakproposesto constructamountaincoasterwithin theirSUPboundary.Theproposed
mountaincoasterwould bothbeginandendnearthetop terminalof SandiaPeak’sChairli■#2
andthetop terminalof theSandiaPeakTramway.Themountaincoasterwould begravity
poweredwith carssimilar to bobsledsattachedto trackson thehillside.Guestswould initially
descendapproximately400verticalfeetoverapproximately3,000linearfeetof track in a series
of s-Shapedturns. The ride would end with an ascentback to the starting point on a cable

ropewaypoweredreturntrackmeasuringapproximately1,400feetlong.Theproposedmountain
coasterwouldcrossexistingski andmountainbiking trails managedby SandiaPeak.The
existingRob’3Runski trail andportionsof theexistingFred’5RunandInhibition ski trails
would be closed to avoid con■icts betweenusersof the existing and proposedinfrastructure. In
addition,four or ■veswitchbacksontheexistingGaidenEaglemountainbiking trail would be
reroutedto accommodatetheproposedmountaincoaster.SandiaPeakstartandForestService
specialistswouldwork togetherto ensurethatuserexperiencesarenot impactedonexisting
trails asaresultof theproposedaction.No NFS—managedtrailswould becrossedby, closed,or
reroutedfor theproposedmountaincoaster.
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A terminal building would be constructed at the top of the proposedmountain coasterthat would
be used for mountain coasteroperations and for storageand maintenance.In addition, a yurt—like
structure would be constructedadjacent to terminal building to serve limited food and beverage
optionsto guestsriding themountaincoaster.

Themountaincoaster,terminalbuilding,andyurt-like structurewouldbedesignedto blendin
with the existing infrastructure at SandiaPeak, suchaschairli■ towers and terminals, lodges, and
other ancillary structures, in accordancewith the Forest Service Built Environment Image Guide.

Anticipated Analysis
Dueto theminimalamountof newdisturbanceassociatedwith theproposedaction,theCNF is
considering categorically excluding this project from analysis in an environmental assessment
(EA) or environmentalimpactstatement(BIS).TheCNFwill identify thedegreeof thepotential
effectof theproposedactiononresourceconditionsoutlinedin 36CFR §220.6to determine
whetherextraordinarycircumstancesexist.ShouldtheCNFidentify acause-effectrelationship
betweentheproposedactionandthepotentialeffecton theseresourceconditions,then
extraordinarycircumstancesexist,warrantingfurtheranalysisanddocumentationin anEA.
Conversely, if the CNF determinesthat there areno extraordinary circumstancesrelated to the
proposedactionandthattheproposedactionquali■esunder3ForestServicecategoryof action
for categoricalexclusion,thenanEA would notbeprepared.If theCNFis uncertainwhether
extraordinarycircumstancesexist,thenanEA wouldbeprepared.

Public Involvement
If theCNF determinesthattheproposedactionmaybecategoricallyexcludedfrom further
analysisanddocumentationin anEA or andE13,this will beyour opportunityto comment.If an
EA is preparedfor theproposedaction,thepublic wouldbeinvitedto commenton theproject
duringa 30-daypubliccommentperiodfollowing thereleaseof a draftEA.

Commentswill beacceptedatanytime. However,thosepostedafterthecloseof adesignated
commentperiodmaynotbeableto begivenfull consideration.Commentsreceivedby March
30,2021will bemosthelpful in assistingtheCNF duringthis scopingprocess.

Electronic commentsmay be submitted using the online comment form https:/fcara.ecosystem-
management.org/l’ublic/lCommentInput'?Proiect=56985on theprojectwebsite:
httpszf/www.fs.usda.gov/proiect/?proiect=56985

Writtencommentsmaybesubmittedby mail to: CrystalPowell,District Ranger,SandiaRanger
District, Cibola National Forest,Attn. Bryan West, 11776Highway 337, Tijeras, New Mexico
37059.

To request further information, pleasefeel free to contact the project leader,Bryan West, at
bgyan.wesl@usda.g0v.

Sincerely,



MATTHEW RAU
Acting Forest Supervisor

cc: Crystal Powell, Elke Schuster,Bryan West


